Zoo research application form                                                      
Dear Researchers and Students

Thank you for your interest in conducting your research project with Paultons Park.  Please read the following research policy and guidelines carefully before filling out the application form. The completed application form can be returned to enquiries@paultons.co.uk. Please note that you can submit applications at any time of the year.  

Research Policy and Guidelines

1. All research undertaken must be for the net benefit of the individual animals, species and/or their habitat, or for the benefit of Paultons Park. Paultons Park only supports studies that do not compromise animal welfare or adversely affect animal management. You must demonstrate that you have clear research outcomes for your application.

2. Research involving Paultons Park’s Living Collection will be restricted to the use of techniques that do not require Home Office licensing.

3. All research to be undertaken in association with Paultons Park must be assessed and approved prior to commencement to ensure scientific and ethical validity, that animal welfare is not compromised and that the research complies with relevant UK and EU legal requirements. If applicable the student / researcher must supply risk assessments from their institution for the completion of their work on site. 

4. Any equipment to be used or questionnaires must be seen and agreed by the zoo in advance.

5. Where studies involve human participants, we require researchers to consider the ethical implications of their project, including the following mandatory ethical standards:
· Right to withdraw in cases of informed consent 
· Transparency 
· Confidentiality and anonymity of data 
· Data storage and access 

6. Data from research involving human participants must be processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 

7. Research having a direct impact on living animals will be assessed by the Paultons Park Zoo Ethics Committee as part of the approval process, unless the activity is considered to be part of normal husbandry management or veterinary investigation procedures.

8. All research must comply with all relevant legislation, including The Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 (ASPA), and BIAZA research policies. Repopulation or reintroduction activities must be part of a recognised project and must follow appropriate guidelines such as the IUCN Guidelines for Reintroductions and other Conservation Translocations or local biodiversity action plans. Documented evidence of both the animals released, and the details of the release programme itself must be maintained.

9. Access beyond normal opening hours or to non-public areas of the park is not normally considered. If required, this must be stated in the research proposal.

10. Researchers must ensure they sign in and out at reception for each visit and agree to follow any health and safety guidelines set out for them by staff at Paultons Park. Whilst on site researchers are expected to always act with responsibility and integrity, ensure minimal disruption to daily operations and guest experience, and use any equipment safely and responsibly. Researchers must report any animal welfare concerns to the animal care team.

11. The primary focus of Paultons Park staff will be animal welfare, site safety, and logistical feasibility. They will provide access to records, animal history, and management schedules as necessary however they will have no academic responsibility. Students are expected to develop their research proposal with their academic supervisor and seek their guidance throughout the study to ensure a successful outcome.

12. Researchers are expected to cover all costs relating to their approved projects.

13. Any changes made to the project after the research has been approved need to be reported to and approved by Paultons Park and, if necessary, the Zoo Ethics Committee, before the changes are put into practice.

14. Paultons Park reserves the right to postpone or terminate a research project in the case of management issues, health and safety reasons, or if dissatisfied with researchers’ conduct, and may seek to publish any data collected independently.

15. The researcher must inform the Paultons Park Research Coordinator if, for any reason, they are unable to complete the project.

16. Researchers must submit a full electronic copy of their work. This can take several forms depending on the project's outcome: 
· A dissertation or thesis.
· A published paper (peer-reviewed journal article).
· A bespoke report written specifically for Paultons Park.
For projects exceeding 12 months, researchers are required to submit an annual progress report in the interim. 

17. Researchers on Paultons Park premises must ensure all necessary safety protocols (safe working practices and risk assessments) are in place for the proposed research at Paultons Park.

18. Researchers are covered by Paultons Park’s Public liability insurance when in public areas of the park. Access to non-public areas requires prior approval by Paultons Park and any relevant safety and health induction and risk assessments conducted by relevant Paultons Park staff.

19. Researchers must not undertake any animal care duties or handle tools or machinery, including the use of ladders, carrying heavy loads or preparing food (unless these duties form part of their employment at Paultons Park). If any such activities are necessary for the completion of a project, an appropriate Risk Assessment must be completed with Paultons Park staff in conjunction with the academic institution if relevant. 

20. An electronic copy of raw data, appropriately annotated to allow independent interpretation, must be provided to Paultons Park upon completion of research. Paultons Park reserves the right to retain, analyse, copy and distribute data to interested parties at its discretion, unless other arrangements are discussed and agreed with Paultons Park before the project commences.

21. All biological samples supplied by Paulton’s Park are, and will remain, its property. After project completion all samples must be destroyed or returned to Paultons Park.

22. Data and biological samples acquired from Paultons Park may not be used for any purpose other than those stated in the approved application documents, may not be passed on to third parties without prior notification and approval by Paultons Park and cannot be used for commercial purposes.

23. If researchers are given access to sensitive company data/information (including but not limited to archival documents, ZIMS Medical, ZIMS data, etc.), researchers must acquire written approval from Paultons Park prior to publication of any results arising from those data.

24. Paultons Park requires final approval on all documents submitted for publication. If the researcher is considering publication The Research Coordinator must be consulted and mutual agreement obtained regarding co-authorship and acknowledgements prior to submission. Regardless of whether or not Paultons Park staff are co-authors, publications presenting data derived from Paultons Park must be circulated to the Research Coordinator in advance. This applies to all types of publication, including abstracts for poster or oral presentations, and journal manuscripts.

25. All research undertaken at, or in association with, Paultons Park must appropriately credit and acknowledge Paultons Park. It is required that individual Paultons Park staff making a substantial contribution to experimental design or data collection, will be co-authors on any publications. They should also be mentioned by name in the relevant section of reports.

26. Researchers must avoid filming, capturing images of, or audio from Paultons Park staff or members of the public whilst conducting their research. If researchers wish to use images/audio of people in their study, consent must be obtained from the participants and the Research Coordinator will need to see the consent form prior to the project commencing. 

27. The Paultons Park Marketing and Communications team manages all relations with the media, including creating and distributing press releases and press materials, facilitating and accompanying media activity at both sites, and responding to media requests for information or comments. Non-media—trained staff and external researchers should not engage with or consult the media or make any public statement of any form relating to data/samples/film footage/photographs collected at Paultons Park without prior discussion with the press team.

28. News and information regarding Paultons Park, images and interviews should only be given to the media with consent from the press team. This also includes any sharing of news and information on social media channels. The content of project reports may be used by Paultons Park for non-scientific publicity purposes (e.g. annual report) without notifying the researcher.



Your details:
	Full name

	

	Phone

	

	Email

	

	Title of course or job title

	

	Name and address of Institution
	

	Title, name and contact details of supervisor (if applicable)

	

	Position (and qualifications if not apparent from title)

	

	Level of study (undergraduate degree/MSc/PhD/post doctoral/ other)   
	



Project aims and objectives: 
Please give details of your research questions and how you intend to answer these. In particular, we need to know what you need from, and expect from, Paultons Park. You can append further information if you think it will help us to assess the project. If your project involves any intervention in the animal enclosures or with the zoo routine then you must provide full details. If the research includes a questionnaire then it must be included with this form.
	Start date of project

	

	Finish date of project

	

	Data collection start date

	

	Data collection finish date

	

	Current state of the research (e.g. not started/pilot/second year etc.)
	

	Project title

	

	Does your study have ethical approval from your academic institution?
	

	Does your study involve multiple zoological collections? If so, have you obtained the relevant BIAZA/EAZA research approval? Please attach a copy.

	

	Research Animals (species/groups)
	

	Aims and research questions
	



	Objectives
	



	Project summary
	






	Project background
	






	Methodology (Please advise on what you intend to do & how & what is required from Paultons Park)
	

	How will this research be of benefit for the animals and/or to Paultons Park?
	

	How will this research be of benefit to conservation of the species?
	

	Key references relating to project research
	

	How will this research be disseminated? Where will this work be published or presented? With our agreement, we would expect this work to be published and/or presented with Paultons park fully credited or acknowledged. This includes student presentations and student-oriented publication
	





Consent and declaration: 
	
· I have read and understood the above guidelines and agree to abide by them.
· I will submit a copy of my research to Paultons Park. 
· I understand that a copy of my personal data collected in this form and research I have carried out will be held on file at Paultons Park. 

I agree to the above conditions:



	Signature

	

	Date

	



Please email the completed application to: enquiries@paultons.co.uk

